
Modern American History 4     Name: ______________________ 

Unit 1: American Ideas and Historical Skills   Date: _______________ 

Assignment: #1    

What is history? What makes an event historically significant? 

Task 1: Source Analysis – The Soldier and the Laughing Girl by Johannes Vermeer 

What do you see? 

 

Is this painting historically significant? 

 

How could an historian use this painting? 

Task 2: I Left a Trace 

Jot down all the activities you have done over the past 24 hours. From those activities, make a 
list of the traces you left (e.g. sending a tweet, going to the gas station and receiving a receipt) 

Activities 
 

Traces Trace left… Will trace be 
preserved? 

    □ on purpose 

□ by accident 

□ yes 

□ no 

    □ on purpose 

□ by accident 

□ yes 

□ no 

    □ on purpose 

□ by accident 

□ yes 

□ no 

    □ on purpose 

□ by accident 

□ yes 

□ no 

    □ on purpose 

□ by accident 

□ yes 

□ no 

    □ on purpose 

□ by accident 

□ yes 

□ no 

    □ on purpose 

□ by accident 

□ yes 

□ no 

    □ on purpose 

□ by accident 

□ yes 

□ no 



What other kinds of traces, relics, testimony, and records would help historians learn about our 
society? 

 

 

If historians were specifically trying to study you, what materials, not created by you, could 
they use? 

 

 

The difference between history and the past 

The Past: __________________________________________________________________ 

History: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Tasks 3 & 4: Historical Significance 

Based on the activities, what criteria (reasons) do you think should be used to determine 
historical significance? 

Our Two Criteria for Historical Significance 

a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Summary: How is history made? 

 

 

 

 

(I left a trace) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - (time capsule) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - (history v. past) 

Evidence is 
incorporated into 
a meaningful 
historical account

It is interpreted 
in comparison 
with other 
sources 

(tells what happened)

Narrative 
 
Historical significance 
established 

A trace 
emerges 

It is 
preserved 

It is found 
and deemed 
significant 


